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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is 
respectfully requested. 

THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1 and 3-5 have been amended to more clearly recite 
the patentably distinguishing features of the present invention 
in better compliance with the requirements of 35 USC 112, and 
claim 5 has also been amended to better comply with the 
requirements of 35 USC 101. 

In addition, new claims 6-8 have been added to recite 
further patentably distinguishing features of the present 
invention relating to embodiments wherein the still image data is 
displayed as thumbnail images, as supported by the disclosure in 
the specification, for example, at page 19, line 14 to page 20, 
line 2. 

No new matter has been added, and it is respectfully 
requested that the amendments to the claims be approved and 
entered. 

THE PRIOR ART REJECTIONS 

Claims 1, 4 and 5 were rejected under 35 USC 103 as being 
obvious in view of US 6, 154, 601 ("Yaegashi et al") , and claims 2 
and 3 were rejected under 35 USC 103 as being obvious in view of 
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the combination of Yaegashi et al and USP 6,334,025 ( "Yamagami") . 
These rejections, however, are respectfully traversed with 
respect to the claims as amended hereinabove. 

According to the present invention as recited in amended 
independent claim 1, an information processing device is provided 
which is capable of linking still images with audio data. Such 
still images include, but are not limited to, images in the JPEG 
format (as described in the specification at page 20, line 10 to 
page 21, line 21) . As recited in amended independent claim 1, 
the information processing device of the present invention 
includes position information display means having a playback- 
time information display area to display playback-time position 
information of image data linked with selected audio data, first 
image data display means for displaying still image data which is 
linked with the selected audio data in a first image display area 
in a playback order of images of the still image data, and second 
image data display means for displaying still image data which is 
not linked with any audio data in a second image display area. 
In addition, as recited in amended independent claim 1, the 
information processing device includes insertion means for 
selecting desired still image data among the still image data 
which are not linked with any audio data in the second image 
display area, and inserting the selected still image data in one 
of the first image display area and the playback-time information 
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display area, and link means for linking the selected still image 
data to a playback-time position of the selected audio data, 
wherein the playback-time position corresponds to a position in 
one of the first image display area and the playback-time 
information display area in which the image data is inserted. 
Independent claim 5, moreover, recites similar features expressed 
as features of an information processing program. 

The different display areas are shown in, for example. 
Figs. 3 and 8. The playback-time information display area 
corresponds to the audio data slider portion 23, described in the 
specification at page 18, lines 15-24, and the first image data 
display area displayed by the first image data display means 
corresponds to the thumbnail display portion 27 in which still 
image data, in particular thumbnail images thereof, is displayed 
and linked with selected audio data, as described in the 
specification at page 19, lines 14-20. In addition, the second 
image data display area displayed by the second image data 
display means corresponds to the image folder display portion 26 
in which still image data, in particular thumbnail images 
thereof, which are not linked to any audio data is displayed, as 
described in the specification at page 19, line 21 to page 20, 
line 2. 

According to the claimed present invention, the insertion 
means facilitates the insertion of selected still image data 
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which is not linked to audio data and displayed in the second 
image data display area 26 into the first image data display 
area 27 or the playback-time information display area 23. This 
is described in the specification at, for example, page 27, 
line 24 to page 28, line 18 with reference to Fig. 2. In 
addition, the link means facilitates linking of the selected 
still image data to a playback-time position of the selected 
audio data, wherein the playback-time position corresponds to a 
position in either the first image data display area or the 
playback-time information display area, in which the still image 
data is inserted via the insertion means. This is described in 
the specification at, for example, page 26, line 16 to page 27, 
line 23. 

It is respectfully submitted that the prior art references 
cited by the Examiner do not at all disclose, teach or suggest an 

information processing device or program having the above 
described features of the claimed present invention. 

Yaegashi et al describes a system and method for editing 
video materials including audio or sound information and moving 
picture information with the aid of a computer. Among other 
things, Yaegashi et al describes overlap editing where, when 
splicing two video pictures A and B into one video picture, sound 
A is gradually attenuated and sound B is gradually augmented (see 
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column 4, lines 61-65) and "mixing" editing for adding sounds to 
video images (see column 5, lines 3-10) . 

In contrast to the claimed present invention, Yaegashi et al 
does not disclose, teach or suggest any means, structure or 
functionality which enables selection of desired still image data 
among still image data which are not linked with any audio data 
in a "second" image display area and insertion of the selected 
still image data in either a "first" image display area or a 
playback-time information display area. 

In addition, Yaegashi et al does not disclose, teach or 
suggest any means, structure or functionality which enables 
linking of the selected still image data to a playback-time 
position of the selected audio data, wherein the playback-time 
position corresponds to a position in either the first image data 
display means or the playback-time information display area in 
which the still image data has been inserted, as according to the 
present invention as recited in amended independent claim 1. 

Still further, Yaegashi et al does not disclose, teach or 
suggest any means, structure or functionality which calculates a 
playback-time position of the selected audio data corresponding 
to the position, in either the first image display area or the 
playback-time information display area, in which the image data 
is inserted, and linking the selected still image data to the 
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calculated position, as according to the present invention as 
recited in amended independent claim 5. 

It is respectfully submitted, moreover, that Yamagami et al 
also does not disclose teach or suggest means, structure or 
functionality which performs the same still image data insertion 
function and linking functions of the present invention as 
recited in amended independent claims 1 and 5. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that 
amended independent claims 1 and 5, as well as claims 2-4 and 6-8 
depending from claim 1, all clearly patentably distinguish over 
Yaegashi et al and Yamagami, taken singly or in combination, 
under 35 USC 103. 



Entry of this Amendment, allowance of the claims and the 

passing of this application to issue are respectfully solicited. 

If the Examiner has any comments, questions, objections or 

recommendations, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 

undersigned for prompt action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Douglas Holtz/ 

Douglas Holtz 
Reg. No. 33,902 

Frishauf, Holtz, Goodman & Chick, P.C. 
220 Fifth Avenue - 16^*^ Floor 
New York, New York 10001-7708 
Tel. No. (212) 319-4900 
DH:br : jkr 
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